
Researching the Candidates & Detecting Misinformation



Who are we?

• Hawk the Vote is a non-partisan 
student initiative on campus working 
to increase voter registration, 
education, and turn-out.

• We are a team of 4 undergraduate 
students that are passionate 
about voter engagement

• Part of the Office of Leadership, 
Service and Civic Engagement

• We hold office hours in IMU 145 



• Student group gets 90% of their members registered 
to vote & 50% to participate in a civic engagement 
workshop

The 90% 
Challenge

• Student volunteers recruited from different areas of 
campus who are charged with contacting 50-100 of 
the peers in their networks.

Voting 
Ambassadors

• Volunteers do a quick presentation/Q&A session for 
classes, or faculty can play 4-minute video and post a 
slide to ICON.

Classroom 
Presentations

View >> Header and Footer >> Add Unit Name



trying to figure 
out who to 
vote for can 

feel like…



BALLOTREADY.ORG

http://ballotready.org/


BALLOTPEDIA.ORG

http://ballotpedia.org/


VOTE.UIOWA.EDU

http://vote.uiowa.edu/


CLICK HERE FOR MORE STATES

https://campuselect.org/voter-education/candidate-issue-guides/


Iowa City Website

https://www.icgov.org/city-government/city-council/city-council-elections


What is misinformation, and how does it spread?

• Foreign powers have been trying to influence U.S. 
Elections by creating armies of fake personalities on 
social media called “bots.”

• Misinformation can spread very rapidly online – studies 
have shown fake news can spread up to three times 
faster than real news on Facebook.

• Facebook and Twitter have removed thousands of fake 
accounts from their platforms since 2016.

• It can be extremely hard to distinguish fake news from 
real news – let’s see how you do!



https://spotthetroll.org/start

Your Turn - Spot the Troll!

https://spotthetroll.org/start


CONSIDER THE 
SOURCE

CHECK THE 
AUTHOR

CHECK THE DATE CHECK YOUR 
BIASES

READ BEYOND SUPPORTING 
SOURCES?

IS IT A JOKE? ASK THE 
EXPERTS

Detecting Disinformation: Tips and Tricks



Questions?

Follow us @votehawk on Twitter and Instagram

Email us dsl-hawkthevote@uiowa.edu

Visit our website vote.uiowa.edu


